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Are players permitted to wear jewelry, earrings or studs?

Jewelry, including earrings, of any kind worn in any visible body piercing or any hard
replacement stud used when the jewelry is not being worn must be removed before the
player is allowed to participate in a practice or game. Covering the jewelry or hard
replacement stud with tape, padding or bandage is not sufficient, the jewelry or hard
replacement stud must be removed before playing. Subject to approval of the referee,
various soft, flexible materials that do not present a danger to the player or other players
may be used to keep recent body piercings open for participation during games.

In the case of visible taped-over or bandaged suspected piercings, referees must not
ask players to lift or remove articles of clothing or bandages. It is acceptable however,
to ask a player if the tape or bandages is covering an earring. The referee must accept
the answer provided, regardless of suspicions.

Since it is rare that an earlobe or eyebrow is taped as the result of an injury, the referee
should suspect that a player is using tape or other covering to hide jewelry or a hard
replacement stud. It is the responsibility of the referee to ask the coach whether or not
the player has been injured or is hiding jewelry or a hard replacement stud. This should
be done in a cordial manner and in the presence of the player. An assistant referee or
other official must also be present. Coaches have the responsibility of not allowing
players wearing jewelry to participate in practices or games.

If the coach confirms that it is an injury being covered, the referee may not prohibit the
player from playing because of the tape or covering. In either case, the referee must
indicate in his or her game report which players and coaches were questioned and their
responses.”

Coaches and referees are role models and should avoid wearing jewelry, earrings and
hard replacement studs during practices or games.
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